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A new era begins for the
law enforcement

submachine gun...
the MP5/10.

The world’s most renowned
submachine gun has just been
improved! The new MP5/10
retains all of the elements -~
that made the 9mm "
MPS the choice of

law enforcement

professionals, with

these new features:

- 10mm Auto or .40 S&W mmfeis

+ Bolt hold-open device:~

- Tough, translucent magazines. B
that clamp together N

- Ambidextrous trigger group

~_andsling points -

« Fritium mght s:ghts :
(optmnal) :

For complete product
information contact: .
Heckler & Koch, Inc.
21480 Pacific Boalev
Slt.rhn}.,, Virginia

Ll (703).450- 1900

« Laser ready (6pti¢nél HK. BN
~ PULSE BEAM Model 100 E\ =

laser aimer available) . ‘
« Screw-on sound suppressor (optlonal)
« Choice of fire modes (semi-automatic only, ' o : ,
2-round burst, 3-round burst, & full automatic) In a world of compromise, some don't.
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THE FIREARMS
INSTRUCTOR
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quarterly for the benefit of members to pro-
vide news and educational information of
mutual interest. The Association is not
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photographs. Comments or opinions ex-
pressed in by-lined text should not be con-
sidered official views of the Association, its
officers or directors. Members are invited to
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524-8787.
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Professional Firearms Training Quarterly Videos

Produced 4 Times Per Year By Personal Protection Systems, Ltd.
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Robert E. Hunt

The publication of this new IALEF!
“"Newsletter” in magazine format is
both timely and significant. Ten years
ago a group of interested Firearms In-
structors came together at the invita-
tion of Charlie Smith to discuss form-
ing an association dedicated to fur-
thering the goals of law enforcement
firearms training.

The path was not clear, nor would
it be easy, but that event would prove
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to be the catalyst for the development
of an important forum for the
Firearms Instructor.

Over the past ten years, this
organization has established a reputa-
tion for professionalism which has
served us well during our forming
years and which is the benchmark for
any future success that we may enjoy.

There have been many milestones
along the way, but some standout in
my mind,

The Conference in Nashville in
1984 was the first, well executed and
attended annual training event. It pro-
vided us with something to build on.

The establishment of committees
which would produce our instructor
and training criteria as well as pro-
viding the means to explore other
areas of interest have established an
organizational precedent. The expan-
sion of international membership, the
sponsor program, the development of
regional training, the continuity of in-
put from legal, and the training and
match output are all examples of
dedicated committee work.

The decision by Libby Callahan to
take on the monumental task of Ex-
ecutive Director and her untiring
dedication to the office provided
stability at a crucial time.

The development of the Board of

Directors and their ability to identify
and pursue the vital interests of the
membership, and finally the establish-
ment of a more formal, more perma-
nent and more responsive Executive
Director function which should take on
an expanded role in our plans for con-
tinued growth and maturity.

I have recently advised the Board
that | will serve this current term as
President and not seek nomination
next year. Eight years ago at the Third
National Training Convention in Birm-
ingham, Alabama | was elected as
President. It was not my intention to
fill the position indefinitely and as 1
review the intervening period I can
identify many of my objectives as be-
ing realized.

Time has passed quickly. We are
planning our Eleventh Annual Training
Conference, the highlights of which
will be presented to you in this issue.

As past President, | look foward to
filling my elected position on the
Board and will remain personally com-
mitted to the continued development
of progressive and creditable firearms
training.

Robert E. Hunt
[ALEF! President

7HIS 18 20I/R
MAGAZINEY

It is with a great deal of
pleasure that this premiere issue of
"The Firearms Instructor” is brought
to you. This new format will provide
a  better vehicle for association
members, our sponsors, and adver-
tisers, to convey their thoughts on
training and new products that will
help all of us with our professional
endeavors.

There are several people who
devoted a great deal of time to the
development and presentation of this
magazine. Without their individual ef-
forts. this new format would still be
some time away from fruition. IALEFI

Board Member John Meyer and his
wife, Betty, who took the time to travel
to the association office in New Hamp-~
shire from their home in Virginia to
work on the format of the magazine,
Roland Kimball of CGC Printing whose
many ideas are represented
throughout this magazine, Terry Gau-
mont, TALEFI's new Executive
Secretary who spent many hours typ-
ing and arranging material within the
magazine, and not last by any means,
to our writers who provided the text
for the magazine.

The magazine is a leap ahead for
the association, another is the addi-
tion of an association office, and as
mentioned, Terry Gaumont, our new
Executive Secretary. We have grown at
such a rapid pace that one person can

no longer handle the amount of work
it takes to provide the services to the
membership that we are accustomed
to. Recognizing this fact, the board
authorized the lease of a new 680
square foot office and the hiring of a
part-time secretary. The business of-
fice is staffed between the hours of
1300/1700, Monday through Friday
east coast time. The answering
machine will record your calls the re-
mainder of the time. The association
telephone number is (603) 524-8787,
and the FAX number is (603)
524-8856, 24 hours a day. Qur new ad-
dress is: IALEFI, 390 Union Avenue,
Laconia, NH 03246.

Robert D. Bossey
Executive Director
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Van Keller

The term dry fire refers to
operating a firearm without using live
ammunition. Officers, especially com-
petitivé shooters, have engaged in dry
fire practice for many years. Normal-
ly the only exercises they practice are
drawing, firing, and sometimes
reloading. A tactical dry fire training
program should include all of the
separate skills an officer must possess
to win a gunfight. In addition to draw-
ing, firing, and reloading the officer
should practice use of the flashlight,
the search position, speed reloads,
tactical reloads, the kneeling position,
the prone position, clearing stop-
pages, drawing a backup handgun,
contact distance shooting, wounded
officer “techniques (one hand only
draws and reloads), and most impor-
tantly, challenging a target at gunpoint
and not pulling the trigger. The last ex-
ercise prevents the officer from
becoming conditioned to pulling the
trigger every time the hand gun is
drawn.

Motor skills such as weapon oper-
ation are developed by repetition.
Although experts disagree as to the
exact number, it is believed that bet-
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ween 2,000 and 6,000 repetitions are
required to program muscle
memories. It doesn't take a rocket
scientist to figure out that if the only
time an officer practices with his
weapon is on the firing range hefshe
will be ready for retirement before
performing enough repetitions to pro-
gram the muscle memories.

After an officer programs muscle
memories he/she can operate a
weapon subconsciously freeing the
conscious mind to make the
shoot/don’t shoot decision. To proper-
ly program muscle memories the ax-
jom “perfect practice makes perfect”
should be adhered to. The officer
must concentrate to ensure each
technique is executed correctly. This
prevents programming erroneous in-
formation into the muscle memories.
Marksmanship skills will be increased
if each time the trigger is pulled the
officer has acquired a sight picture and
simulated firing an actual shot. Dry fire
training is designed to fill the void bet-
ween most officer’s infrequent trips to
the firing range. It allows the daily
practice necessary to acquire and
maintain weapon operation skills.

Even if an officer could find the
time to schedule daily trips to the
range, the cost of ammunition would
be more than many departments or
individual officers could afford. Other
than a small investment for dummy
ammunition, there is no cost involved
in dry fire training. Although firearms
can be safely dry fired without am-
munition, for weapon operation train-
ing dummy ammunition should be us-
ed. Firing large amounts of full power
ammunition through a weapon can
wear out certain parts over a period
of time. If dummy cartridges are used
to cusion the impact of the firing pin
falling, no damage is done to the
weapon even if the trigger is pulled
thousands of times during dry fire
training. This applies only to modern
police-type weapons. To ensure that
no damage will be done to older
weapons, consult the manufacturer or
a gunsmith. Dummy cartridges are a

necessity in dry fire training not only
to prevent damage to the weapon but
also to simulate operational techni-
ques such as reloading and clearing
stoppages.

Not using live ammunition saves
money and also makes dry fire train-
ing safer than live fire. No range
master or firearms instructor is need-
ed to oversee the exercises, as they
are in live fire exercises. However, to
be completely safe during dry fire
training sessions, several rules should
be observed: never point the weapon
at anything you are not willing to
destroy; be sure your target area will
stop a bullet if necessary, and if it will
not, know what is behind it; keep live
ammunition separate from dummy
ammunition and out of the training
area. Do not forget to reload both the
weapon and magazines or
speedloaders before putting the
weapon back into service. The op-
timum word when engaging in dry fire
training is THINK. Most dry fire ac-
cidents are caused by negligence or
complacency.

Because dry fire training does not
require a special location, like a firing
range, it can conducted almost
anywhere. This allows the officer to
practice at home if desired. This can
be a valuable time-saver because the
entire dry fire training program can be
performed in less time than the officer
would spend traveling to and from the
range. A well organized, comprehen-
sive dry fire training program requires
only 10 minutes per day. Any officer,
from plain clothes to SWAT, can prac-
tice in the actual clothing and equip-
ment worn on the street. This is very
important because certain stances
and techniques are almost impossible
to perform with heavy coats, gloves,
body armor, radios and other “street”
equipment. The place to discover pro-
blems of this nature and correct them,
by either modifying the technique or
the equipment, is in the home and not
on the street.

A tactical consideration address-
ed by dry fire training is the need for
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We've answered the question !!
The "NEW" Deluxe Pro Shooters
Bag™ has Velcro® repositionable
pockets and pouches so you can
arrange the compartments with
file cabinet efficiency. Next
time you get a day at the range
or time to hunt you won't

spend half of it looking for
THAT &V THNG

It has a place for everything from
ammunition, choke tubes, game calls

and a spotter scope to shooting glasses.

ear muffs, cleaning supplies and even
your lunch.

The "NEW" Deluxe Pro Shooters Bag™
is constructed of rugged Cordura® nylon
and padded with 3/8" thick impact
resistant closed cell foam. The insert
i houses two 15"x 7" padded pistol
pouches in the zippered side pockets.
The interior of the insert is lined with
Velcro® for mounting the two divider
pockets, the accessory pouch and the
choke tube / magazine pouches.

So next time you open your bag, instead
of saying, “WHERE/S THAT %X T 77°.
you'll be hearing, "Where did you get
that bag!!"

o)

FOR DETAILS ON OUR FULL
PRODUCT LINE, SEE YOUR
LOCAL EAGLE DEALER OR
SEND $2.00 FOR COMPLETE
RETAIL CATALOG.

EAGLE INDUSTRIES UNLIMITED, INC.
400 BILTMORE DRIVE

QUALITY BY DESIGN

e SUITE 530A
USA FENTON, MO 63026
WITH PRIDE 314-343-7547

LIFETIME GUARANTEE

FAX 314-349-0321
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an officer to practice pivoting to either
side or to the rear to engage a target.
This is an important consideration
because in live fire training the shooter
is conditioned to fire in one direction,
directly to the front, when in real life
an assault can come from any
direction.

Dry fire training does not replace
live fire training, instead it com-~
pliments it. Dry fire training is the on-
ly practical solution to the problem of
executing the number of repetitions
necessary to program muscle
memories. Dry fire training is
economical; it is safe; it can be prac-
ticed almost anywhere; it allows prac-
tice in the actual clothes worn on du-
ty. and it improves marksmanship
ability as well as weapon operation
skills. The proven advantages of dry
fire training make it a necessary com-
ponent of a comprehensive firearms
training program.

Van Keller Copyright March 20, 1991.
All Rights Reserved.
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John Bedell

One of the unfortunate character-
istics of many firearms instructors is
their dogmatic ability to refuse to ac-
cept change. Although some of us
have the authority to select weapon
and calibre type, most have to live
with an administrative decision on
what the line officers may carry. The
sad side is too many instructors will at-
tempt to defend (job security) this
decision even when they know it was
a bad choice ("In each man’s troubl-
ed heart, an incision would reveal a
unique shameful wrong." ' NOTE: The
guy who wrote this is also dead.).

This compounds itself when a ma-
jority of North American officers carry
a sidearm, by department policy, as
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their primary duty firearm. Some do
have access to shoulder arms (most
likely a pump shotgun), however, since
we rarely get written invitations to
gunfights, shoulder arms never seem
to be accessible when you really need
them.

Another compounding factor
{something most of us learned from
the Miami FBI massacre) is that the
ammunition manufacturers have failed
us. They often change design and
components without notice to the
user. They have years of big game ri-
fle ammunition performance results,
but refuse to apply it to combat pistol
ammunition development. Twenty
years ago when the [llinois State Police
complained to the manufacturer that
their 95 gr., 9 mm bullets were not
stopping the criminals, the manufac-
turer responded by increasing the
FS.P. which caused the 9 mm to
become even less effective as it
mushroomed faster and penetrated
less. Things didn't get much better un-
til agents Dove & Groden died, when
the FB.I. decided not to rely on the
manufacturer and started doing their
own research and tests.

For the record, agent Dove's [15gr,
9mm silvertip was found to penetrate
only 8.5 inches of 10% ballistic gelatin,
where as the [0mm, 10mm Light, .45
ACP and 9mm hardball penetrated
over 17 inches. If Dove was using a
9mm hardball, one of his two upper
thorax hits should have stopped Platt.
The problem is, on one accept Smith
& Wesson's Tom Marx is recommen-
ding hardball ammo. We seem to be
in this rut of flying ashtray type bullets.

So, if you're a member of the
‘Shoot to Dent’ club and you can't use
hardball, when you clearly see your
hostile target - press the trigger over
and over and over and pray he's not
related to Platt!

John Bedell

Pembroke Pines Police
Pembroke Pines, FL

The Book of Counted Sorrows

By
Sgt. Mike Williams

.

Sgt. Mike Williams

According to FBI/UCR Statitics,
roughly 25 % of the officers murdered
in the US. each year are killed with
their own duty weapon or that of a
brother officer. | am unusually atten-
tive to these figures as | very nearly
became a part of them a few vears
ago myself. While working a high-
crime area on our department’'s even-
ing shift patrol, myself and another of-
ficer were dispatched to an “attemp-
ted suicide call at a residence which
we were both very familiar with as we
and other officers were repeatedly
assigned calls ranging from “shots
fired” to "loud music”. The residents
of this particular dwelling were known
drug abusers/glue sniffers/alcoholics
with lengthy criminal records so [ was
immediately put in a higher state of
mental readiness upon receiving the
call over the radio. The officer being
sent with me was a close and trusted
friend with whom | had answered
many potentially deadly calls with and
had the utmost confidence in.

Upon our arrival at the scene we
were met on the street by the
matriach of this fine clan and advised
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3 our armor CAN SAVE YOUR |
Through constant research and testing of available ballistic
materials, we continue to offer you, in our opinion, the most

al hance,
R LIFE!

comfortable, wearable and dependable soft body armor.

We protect approximately one-fifth of the entire american law
enforcement community while documenting almost
HALF OF ALL recorded ‘saves’. Why?

Our armor is made to be worn. Qur armor is made with the
comfort of the wearer in mind.

Wear our armor — SECOND CHANCE. It CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE!
And isn't that what we are all about?

For information on our concealable soft body armor, write or call

SECOND CHANCE BODY ARMOR, P.0. BOX 578, CENTRAL LAKE, MI 49622
Call us toll free at 800-253-7090

that her youngest son was "stoned”
and had tried to kill himself by cutting
two large gashes in his throat. As we
approached the house we could see
the victim sitting on a couch just inside
the front door, apparently unconcious.
We could also see that he was
bleeding profusely from the aforemen-
tioned cuts, one to each side of the
neck just below the jawline. We

cautiously entered the residence after
being advised by the mother that
there no other people inside the
house and seeing the steak knife with
which the victim had injured himself
lying on the floor next to him. The vic-
tim wore only a pair of cut-off jeans
and his check and shoulders were
bloody. I approached the young man
and asked him if he could hear me as

I shook his arm to try to get a
response. He responded by going in-
to a rage and attempting to assault me
with his fists. He was quickly subdued,
handcuffed behind his back and sear-
ched for weapons as he lay face down
on the floor.

A fire department ambulance
soon arrived and paramedics deter-
mined that the victim's self-inflicted
wounds were not life threatening but
would require stitches to close. Due to
the violent nature of the victim and
the fact that he refused to go to the
hospital he was taken into protective
custody by myself and my partner and
[ was going to transport the man to
the hospital for further medical atten-
tion. As we escorted the injured man
to my patrol vehicle | was on his left
side and my partner his right. We lean-
ed him against the rear quarter panel
of my car as 1 opened the back door
with my left hand. With my right hand
I still had a hold of the “victim's" left
upper arm. My partner had the still
struggling man’s right arm controlled
as | turned back toward him to place
him in the back seat. As I turned I im-
mediately saw the muzzle of a
stainless steel revolver and it was
pointed directly toward my face and
it was in the injured man's hands
which were still handcuffed behind his
back. Instinct and training (and luck)
took over and | immediately grabbed
the gun with my right hand and snat-
ched it from his hand as I heard him
scream, "T'll kill you, you --i" All of
this took place in probably a second
or less but it seemed to have taken an
eternity. I looked toward the gun
which was now in my right hand and
realized my index finger was pinched
between the frame and hammer of
the weapon although I felt no pain at
the time. The suspect had thumb cock-
ed the revolver and pulled the trigger
as | took it from him! | remember
thinking (1) this looks like a police
weapon and (2) where and how did
this guy get it in his hands? My part-
ner who had also seen the gun but not
been able to get to it was able to get
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the suspect into the patrol car before
joining me in a state of shock. A quick
holster inventory indicated that the
weapon | had taken from the suspect
was indeed my own service revolver,
a stainless .357 magnum which | car-
ried (as did my partner) in a front
break “security holster” which up un-
til this time | had felt fairly safe with.

Utilizing proper safety equipment such as the
Safariland SSI can prevent officers being
disarmed.

Another patrol unit was called to the
scene to transport the injured man to
the hospital as my physical and emo-
tional state was not conducive to driv-
ing a car at that point in time. After
a few .minutes my partner and | were
able to speak again and attempt to
determine how the suspect had got-
ten my gun. He acted as if he were the
suspect and 1 positioned myself as |
had before. We found that the suspect
had turned into my gun side as 1 lean-
ed over to open the care door and his
right hand had disengaged the
holster's thumb snap and wrapping his
index and middle finger around the
rubber grips of my pistol and leaning
forward the gun had easily béen pull-
ed forward and up into his hand.
Evidently the suspect thought he had
to cock the weapon before firing it or
I might have been shot before ever
knowing he had my gun.

Up until this time, | thought | was
a very safety conscious officer who
stayed abreast of officer survival
techniques, equipment, and training
but I found out just how quickly things
can go terribly bad in a hurry.
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Since, being assigned full time to
my department’s training academy in
1986, my responsibilities have includ-
ed basic and advanced instruction in
firearms, officer survival techniques,
and defensive tactics to both basic
recruits and veteran officers. | have at-
tempted to integrate weapon reten-
tion techniques into the overall train-
ing regimen of our 375 officers begin-
ning, of course, with preventive
measures such as (1) sound tactical
thinking which should prevent the of-
ficers from putting themselves in a
position conducive to having their
weapon taken (ie. improperly posi-
tioning their gun-side toward a
suspect, over-extending the weapon
during a building search or arrest
situation), (2) familiarity with the issue
SSill Safariland Security Holster to in-
clude ease of drawing and re-
holstering their semi-automatic pistols.
A good deal of our three-day auto
pistol transition course was spent de-
programming our older officers from
the old front-break holsters to the
more secure {and complicated) SSIIL

The officers were required to pass
a hands-on functioning test before be-
ing allowed to the street with the new
weapons and holsters. Plain clothes
and administrative personnel who
carry an issue pancake style thumb
break holster are encouraged to carry
their departmental Smith & Wesson
Model 6906 in “condition two” which
is with the manual safety engaged.
This should allow the officer added

Keeping the suspect’s hands on the weapon
and attacking the elbow can neutralize a disar-
ming attempt.

Many disarming attacks are initiated from the
front. Once the hands are secursd on the
weapon the officer can utilize a knee strike or
groin kick against the assailant.

protection from an assailant who has
taken his weapon from the less secure
holster as he {suspect) may not im-
mediately know how to disengage the
safety and make the weapon fire. Con-
tinued practice with disengaging the
safety during the draw must be stress-
ed however, especially if the officer
has been wearing the SSII duty
holster with the weapon in “condition
one’ which is the safety disengaged.
(3) Training” is effective physical
counter-measures to keep a suspect
from taking their weapon by physical
force. Officers must realize how
serious a situation they may find
themselves should a suspect gain con-
trol of their weapon. | have heard
many older officers say "l never
thought of it that way" when shown
how easily their weapon could be
taken by a relatively unskilled criminal.
Several good retention techniques are
available. Choose one that is simple
but effective and practice! [ am a firm
believer in the fact that “you react on
the street the way you have practiced
in the gym”, This is true not 90% of the
time but 100% of the time, especially
under extreme stress such as so-
meone trying to take your weapon
and kill you with it. So far we have had
two confirmed “saves” of our officers
(I male, [ female) by a combination of
their holsters and their active
countermeasures. This has done a lot
to heighten the interest of our other
officers in this important part of their
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survival skills. Included in this counter-
measure training should also be disar-
ming techniques that officers can
utilize against a suspect who has taken
their weapon or is otherwise armed
and attempting to assault him. Discre-
tion should be taught along with the
physical movements and officers must
realize the limitations of such moves
and be made aware that disarming at-
tempts are last ditch efforts and
should only be attempted when all
else fails. Again, the techniques must
be simple and easy to learn and prac-
tice. (4) Encourage officers who are
not concerned and have the “it can't
happen to me" attitude (we all have
them) to learn and practice these
techniques. After all, if he looses his
gun it could possibly be used on you
or another officer responding to aid
the “I don't care” officer.

This is by no means an attempt to
cover all aspects of a complicated and
many faceted subject in a short arti-
cle. [ do hope however, you don't have
to learn the hard way as I did how
easy it is to have your weapon taken.

Sgt. Mike Williams.is a 17 year law enforce-
ment veleran who is assigned as a staff instruc-
tor at the Chattanooga Police Academy in Ten-
nessee, He is the Assistant Commander of his
department's SWAT unit and is on the Board
of Directors of IALEFL. You can contact Sqt.
Williams at:
Chattanooga Police Academy
3200 Amnicola Highway
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37406
(615) 697-1466

By
Bill Clede

In George Orwell's novel "1984"
citizens weren't allowed to hold
thoughts contrary to Big Brother. 1984
is alive and well in Washington, DC.
The Department of Justice's National
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Institute of justice (NI]) is apparently
attempting to discredit and silence
those who disagree with the federal
agency, according to those suffering
the brunt of the attack.

The federal government and in-
dustry have been battling for six years
over what each calls police officers’
best interest, But many feel the result
is likely to get cops killed.

The NIJ has locked horns with Du-
Pont, maker of Kevlar fabric used in
bullet resistant vests. At least, this is
what has been said publicly. Actually.
this long-raging battle has been filled
with statistical skirmishes and
technical tirades in police media. It
boils down to a basic issue - test
procedures.

The issue is that, because the NIj
test is flawed, armor must be over-
built beyond what's required to pro-
tect police officers, just to be sure of
passing the test. This would use more
fiber and increase the cost of armor.
It would make business more pro-
fitable. But the vests become so hot

and uncomfortable that police officers -
won't wear them. Police officers who °

have survived shootings because they
were wearing vests have so testified.

If police won't wear uncomfor-
table protective garments, they pro-
vide no protection at all.

Mind you. you're talking about
bullet-resistant vests that have per-
formed faultlessly for 20 years, saving
more than 1,100 lives. There has never
been a failure of a vest to perform as
it's designed to do.

The industry rebelled at NIJ's in-
transigence over changing trouble-
some test protocols that determine
compliance  with - voluntary federal
standards. After a frustrating five
years, the industry’'s Personal Protec-
tive Armor Association (PPAA) finally
developed and issued its own stan-
dard and test procedure. DuPont sides

with PPAA.
However, Point Blank Body Ar-

mor resigned from PPAA over this
issue, and with Allied Signal, who
makes Spectra Shield for body armor,
sides with NlJ.

Everyone agrees that the confu-
sion this issue is causing will hurt
police officers.

The issue appeared to come to a
head at an NlJ-sponsored Workshop
on Soft Body Armor in Reston,
Virginia on June 6, 1990. It didn't.

Those most vocal against the NI
test procedures at the Reston
Workshop include Ed Bachner of Du-
Pont who manufactures Kevlar fiber,
Richard C. Davis of Second Chance
Body Armor, Robert Wantz of
American Body Armor, and Army
wound ballistics expert Dr. Martin
Fackler, among others. They testified,
asking for changes to the NI test
procedure.

Some 17 police officers, who sur-
vived life threatening assaults because
of body armor agreed. They told the
workshop that all police officers
should wear body armor. But they also
demanded a protective garment that's
comfortable enough to wear eight
hours a day, every day.

The contentions in this controver-
sy involve inconsistent results produc-
ed by NIJ test procedures, also water-
proofing and blunt trauma require-
ments.

* When Kevlar is soaked, it's
ballistic protection is reduced. When
it dries, it's back to normal. Police
officers seldom get soaked. Water-
proofing makes vests stiff and un-
comfortable.

* When a bullet strikes body ar-
mor, it causes a temporary cavity in
the armor — and in the wearer, blunt
trauma. Your resilient torso rebounds
in a split second, straightening the
armor.

* The clay test medium does not
act as your body would. The NIJ test
causes bunching of fabric but prohibits
realigning the armor panel after the
second shot. The PPAA test requires it.

NI claims a scientic study to justify
its blunt trauma standard. Dr. Michael
Goldfarb was the Army Major at
Edgewood Arsenal who conducted
that study in 1972. His report then
said a deeper cavity could be accep-
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table but it not been investigated. He
testified that his test was never meant
to set a standard.

Dr. Martin Fackler, head of the US.
Army's Wound Ballistics Laboratory,
cited cases of survivors who suffered
deeper cavities, than either NIj and
PPAA would allow, without harmful ef-
fects. If a vest weren't made so stiff to
meet NIj standards, it would be more
comfortable to wear. he explained.

Since the workshop, Dr. Fackler
submitted a memorandum to the
Surgeon General, US. Army. In it he
concludes, "“To pass the current NIJ
test, body armor manufacturers must
make soft body armor unnecessarily
heavy and stiff. Such armor is less
comfortable and less likely to be worn.
Decreased body armor use costs law
enforcement officer lives.

Drs. Fackler and Goldfarb testified
that bunching of the fabric caused by
NIj test procedures is unrealistic. It
causes half of the armor test to fail -
even armor panels previously tested
and certified, armor with a perfect
performance record on the street.

“If a test cannot produce consis-
tent results, it's flawed.” Ed Bachner
said. "It puts manufacturers in a posi-
tion of having to over-design their
vests, making them more uncomfor-
table. just to be sure of passing the
test. The PPAA test produces more
consistent results. This controversy is
really over the test, not the vest.”

There may be controversy among
manufacturers and government, but
there’s no question where police sur-
vivors stand. "T'll wear my vest no mat-
ter how uncomfortable it is,” said one
survivor. "But a lot of guys won't - and
the consequences could be sad.”

After all this learned scientific
testimony and impassioned pleading
by those who've lived through an
otherwise deadly assault, the NlJ's
Technical Assessment Program ad-
visory committee (TAPAC) conceded
only that the NI test should use a
torso-shaped clay device with armor
panels in their carrier, as they are
worr.
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“That won't solve the problem.”
Bachner said. "It'll only make it worse.

As for blunt trauma, waterproof-
ing, bunching up of fabric by suc-
cessive shots, they decided, "TAPAC
cannot justify recommending lower
performance requirements .. may
jeapardize the safety of the law en-
forcement officers by decreasing the
margin of safety afforded by the NiJ
standard.”

Those on the PPAA side disagree
that the NIJ standard is a “higher per-
formance requirement.” The Congress’
Office of Technology Assessment is in-
vestigating the technical aspects of the
controversy.

Those most vocally disagreeing
with NIj are now suffering strange
consequences.

* Sources involved say that an un-
precedented investigation is being
done by the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) of NIJ allegations of
criminal fraud by Second Chance.

* When asked about rumors that
persons in NI have tried since 1986
to get him fired, DuPont’s Bachner ad-
mitted it. "At DuPont, we are trying to
stick with the technical and scientific
issues, trying to avoid personality con-
flicts.” Bachner said.

* The Federal Trade Commission
is reportedly investigating NI accusa-
tions against American Body Armor.

* The Army Inspector General's
Office received a series of anonymous
accusations against Dr. Fackler of con-
flict of interest and bribe-taking. He
denies it. He told me he believes the
complaints came from within NIJ.

* Late on a Friday afternoon, just
before the long Labor Day weekend,
the FBI issued a Safety Alert on the
National Law Enforcement Telecom-
munications System (NLETS), at the
request of N1J, warning police that Se-
cond Chance American body armor
had failed re-testing. The warning said
the failed armor was not built the
same as previously certified models.
It did not say when or where the tests
were conducted.

* The CBS Evening News on

December 5th carried a report
reiterating essentially what was in the
earlier FBl message. A police officer
who was the broadcast told me, "Had
I not been aware of the controversy
and had purchased a Second Chance
or American Body Armor vest, | would
be quite concerned. It basically said
the two body armor companies nam-
ed were defrauding police officers by
selling them vests that didn't meet
specs.’

* NIJ issued a second Safety Alert,
through the FBI, on NLETS on March
20,1991. It warns that body armor be-
ing sold as complying with NI stan-
dard, fails to meet the ballistic perfor-
mance requirements. it accuses the
manufacturers American Body Armor
and Second Chance of constructing
formerly approved models different-
ly. and it was these altered designs
that failed re-testing.

But investigating these reports
and talking with those concerned,
reveals quite a different story.

* There are not two horizontal stit-
ches, according to the warning.” Se-
cond Chance's Richard Davis explain-
ed the first FBI Safety Alert. “Yet in
May, 1990 we sent SUPERfeatherlite
HA vests without these horizontal stit-
ches for testing and they passed.”

The NiJ's latest Consumer Product
List (6th Edition, August, 1990} lists
this vest as having passed. In DuPont's
laboratory testing, both stitch patterns
showed higher bullet resistance than
comparable vests. Their finding was
no significant difference in perfor-
mance between the two patterns.

Point Blank, who works hand in
glove with NIJ, did not even have vests
tested for this Alert,” Davis added.
“"However, we have been informed
that two of their models have failed
retests. NIj never said anything about
that.”

To disprove NI} accusations, Davis
tells his customers, “Don't believe
anybody. Take the back panel of your
Second Chance vest and shoot it for
yourself.' He will replace such tested
panels free of charge when the agen-
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cy returns it with a brief report.

"At the workshop. | accused NIJj of
indirectly killing at least 100 American
police officers,” David added. "They
are still causing unnecessary police
deaths because they won't admit their
standard is wrong.’

American Body Armor responded
to the CBS newscast saying, "In the
vests we shipped, we used ballistic
panel models that had previously
been both tested and certified.”

The Department of Justice Inspec-
tor General's office has a three-man
team investigating the conduct of cer-
tain NY officials. However, it will likely
be sometime before the results of
these investigations are made public.

Body Armor Contact List
T.E. (Ed} Bachner
DuPont, Fibers Div.
Chestnut Run Plaza
PO. Box 80,705
Wilmington, DE 19880-0705
302-695-2915

Dr. Martin L. Fackler
US. Army, Letterman Army Institute
of Research
Presidio of San Francisco, CA 94129
415-561-5816 (office)

Larry Gates
Personal Protective Armor Assn.
28 Belcaro Circle
Nashville, TN 37215
615-665-1000
800-251-4124

Richard C. Davis
Second Chance Body Armor
Box 578
Central Lake, Ml 49622
616-544-5721

Robert Wantz (Pres. PPAA)
American Body Armor
I Kaplan Court
Yulee, FL 32097
800-428-0588

National Institute of Justice (NIJ)
Lester D. Shubin, Program Manager
{Press contact: Wendy Howe)
800-248-2742
800-251-5060
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By
Dave Stanley

Dave Stanley

The following is an actual ex-
perience by a Paducah, Kentucky
police officer who survived, in spite of
his foolhardy decisions.

Most police officers realize the
potential consequences of not think-
ing before taking action, in what could
develop into a hazardous incident.
This amounts to choosing among the
options which an incident offers, then
coming up with the course of action
best suited for resolving the matter.
Something done several times during
a shift, and a benchmark of talent by
police officers everywhere.

One thing this occurrence brings
out is to illustrate what the lack of pro-
pert training does, when preparing an
officer for street duty. In this case,
department supervision and the
Academy had failed their functions;
not only in providing tactical
knowledge but in overlooking an of-
ficer who was obviously short in the
ability to evaluate his options, as well
as exercise judgement to carry them
out.

From time to time we all have our
bad days. In Bob's case it was very

bad. How he happened to come out
alive is still without explanation.

It all started one summer day
while Bob was on patrol. He observ-
ed a motorcycle being operated by a
seedy-looking, disheveled character,
without a helmet, a violation in Ken-
tucky, but not in llinois where the
license plate showed the motorcycle
to be registered.

Bob’s intention was to stop the
vehicle and request the rider turn
back and not come into Kentucky
without a helmet.

When Bob activated his blue
lights, the subject took off at a high
rate of speed, in the direction of the
road leading to the bridge across the
Ohio river into Illinois.

Bob took off in pursuit.

The minor misdemeanor viola-
tions aside, wasn't the mission already
accomplished; just what Bob wanted?
Get the motorcycle and it's rider out
of Kentucky? Bob admitted his pursuit
was prejudiced by the seedy ap-
pearance of the rider who apparent-
ly did not want to talk with a police
officer. If he could escape across the
state line, he would be “safe"”.

Pursuing a minor offender into
another jurisdiction, though legal, also
carries possible complications.
Cooperation from those agencies is
usually good. However, if the occur-
rence escalates into their court
system, a defense lawyer could and
probably would, make a monkey out
of the officer involved.

When not on his own turf, an of-
ficer must step softly and not carry a
big stick.

When blind determination takes
precedence over reason, you are tak-
ing on unwarranted risks for trouble.

A radio message to the Illinois
authorities through the dispatcher
would have been a proper course of
action. In this case, a little prudence
on Bob's part would have avoided
what happens next.

Across the mile long bridge they
sped, into Brookport, a community of
1,200.
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A short distance from the bridge
exit there is a sharp turn to the right,
then left, onto a quiet street which
runs parallel to the main highway
through town. The knowledge of this
street was obviously an attempt by the
motorcycle rider to elude the police
car and let it continue through on the
main highway.

Bob saw the maneuver and follow-
ed with emergency lights and siren.
Five blocks down, this street ends in
front of a concrete plant, and one
must make a 90-degree left turn. In at-
tempting this turn at an excessive
speed, the motorcycle skidded on the
debris of sand and gravel from the
concrete plant, and spilled the rider:
the engine still running,

The pursuing police car came to a
sliding halt, and Bob jumped out, leav-
ing the lights and siren still operating.
This served to attract the attention of
the residents on the street, who were
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to watch in disbelief; a fanciful drama,
taking on the aspects of a capricious
dream,

In the house on this corner lives
a retired Brookport policeman and his
wife. They are to become the principal
observers, because of their close pro-
Ximity to the scene.

The noise outside brought them to
the side window.

“A policeman was pointing his
revolver at a man sitting on a motor-
cycle” The wife said.

From Bob: “At first, | didn't want
him to run off. Then, I was afraid he
might try to run me down.”

To counter these threats, Bob
drew his revolver and pointed it at the
subject. No doubt some words were
exchanged. "I re-holstered the gun,
grabbed the subject by his long hair
and yanked him off the motorcycle,
which fell against my leg.”

Observing this from the side win-

dow of the house, the ex-policeman
and his wife (mostly the wife) describe
the fracas as it develops.

“When the motorcycle fell to the
pavement, the officer and the man got
into a terrible fight. Then the officer
was kneeling above the man who was
face down on the street”

From Bob: "When | yanked him
from the bike he started to throw pun-
ches. [ grabbed his arm and threw him
down, knelt over his back and hand-
cuffed his left wrist.”

“When [ leaned forward to grasp
his right wrist, the gun slid out of the
holster and fell to the pavement
alongside the subject’s right hand.

He grabbed it by the handle with
his finger on the trigger. | grabbed the
barrel.”

The lady watching from the win-
dow: “All of a sudden the man and the
officer had hold of the officer's gun.
[t was a terrible fight. They were roll-
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ing on the street and the grass bet-
ween the sidewalk and the curb.

The gun fired, then fired again,
and a piece of grass sod went flying
up.

The man was hitting the officer
with the handcuffs and there was
blood all over his face. 1 began to
believe that the officer was going to
be killed and decided | should do
something to try to prevent it from
happening.

[ got my revolver from the cabinet
in the hall and went to the side door.”

Prior to this the ex-policeman had
come out the side door, and taken
cover behind a nearby oak tree when
the shots were fired.

From Bob: "The fight over posses-
sion of the gun was brutal. He was us-
ing the loose end of the handcuffs to
tear up my face. My glasses were
knocked off and from the cuts on my
face blood got into my eyes. Also, it
got onto the gun, making it too slip-
pery to hold.

The pain in my face, along with
that in my leg was severe.

I was beat - whipped, and gave up.
[ let go of the gun.”

When asked why he had not used
the leverage of both hands to simply
wrest the gun out of the subject’s grip
by turning it back against the finger,
probably breaking it, he replied he
didn't know about this, nor had he
been taught it at the Academy or in
any of the in-service training seminars,

From the ex-policeman peeking
from behind the tree: “The officer was
in bad trouble, face down on the pave-
ment with the man sitting on his back.

Then the man put the gun to the
back of the officer's head and pulled
the trigger! It didn't go off, so he pull-
ed the trigger again. It didn't go off
that time, either.”

At this point in the narration the
author had to interrupt: “When the
man was astride the officer, which way
was he facing?"”

They both answered that his back
was towards the door.

To the lady: "Did you see the man
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put the gun against the officer’s head
and try to kill him?"

Answer: "All 1 could see was his
back.”

Question: "If you had seen what
the man was doing, would you have
tried to stop it with your gun?”

Answer: “I don't know. Right here
now, | would say yes, but at that time
I was probably much too nervous to
try it

Obviously, both the husband and
wife were very stressful over what they
had seen happen. The shift captain
told me that they both had the shakes
when he helped get them back in the
house afterwards.

She at least stood her ground and
watched the man rise and walk over
to the motorcycle with the gun in his
hand.

As the final scene of this incident
unfolds, Bob becomes aware that his
opponent had departed. Also, he had
no knowledge of the gun being plac-
ed against his head:; probably could
not have heard the hammer fall, as the
clicks would have been over-ridden by
the siren of his patrol car, close by.

From Bob: "1 was dazed. The
sound of the patrol car's siren served
to remind me that [ was still alive and
it came to me that | had better try to
get out of range of that gun. | got up
and headed for the back end of the
house."

From the lady: "l was surprised to
see the officer get to his feet. Blood
was all over his face. He staggered
towards the house. | saw the man by
the motorcycle start to aim the gun at
the officer. | stepped out of the door-
way and offer the officer my gun say-
ing, 'Here, take this. That man is go-
ing to shoot you'"'

From Bob: "l accepted the
revolver, turned towards the subject
on the motorcycle but could barely
make him out because of the blood in
my eyes.

He was aiming my gun at me, so
1 aimed her gun at him. [ did not fire
because | noticed a woman at a house
across the street standing on her front

porch, directly behind the subject.
Also at this moment, [ heard sirens of
arriving police cars.”

One of the police cars was the
shift captain from Paducah. He saw
the subject throw the gun at Bob. It
landed in the shrub alongside the
house and when retrieved, was found
to be cocked.

The lady, when asked during our
interview, was not aware of being in
the line of fire from the subject when
handing Bob her gun. It is obvious this
lady had shown good judgement dur-
ing this episode. Her action in handing
the officer her gun was considered a
heroic deed by the local press.

The Kentucky FOP Auxiliary gave
her a silver tray in appreciation of her
conduct,

Law enforcement appreciates a
show of concern by civilians, when
they risk their skin to assist a cop in
need of help.

The County Sheriff had the of-
ficer's gun and loads in an evidence
bag, which | was given permission to
examine, without opening. There were
two empty cases, two unfired rounds
and two live rounds with dents in the
primers.

Nothing was ever done to prove
whether or not the ammunition had
been contaminated, thus preventing
ignition.

No court trial occurred. The whole
incident seems to have been
dismissed.

All there is left of this episode is
some bitter but valuable lessons,
related here for the reader’s benefit.
Points to ponder:

One: A prudent police officer
would have let the motorcycle go on
back to lllinois without pursuit, con-
sidering that very little, if anything,
would be gained by chasing it.

Two: A properly trained police of-
ficer will not draw his gun and try to
threaten a subject, knowing that he
has no valid justification t